
Thirteen Lines 
News and Notes from the LaGrange County Department of Parks and Recreation Spring 2021 

0505W 700S, Wolcottville, IN 46795 * (260) 854-2225 * www.lagrangecountyparks.org 

Warm Greetings, 

The Maple Syrup Days festival is going to look different this year. Festival fans will still have the                  

opportunity to purchase delicious syrup and other sweet treats, as well as learn about the process of   

making maple syrup.  But, due to group size regulations and safety concerns, we are spreading out our 

maple syrup activities over two weekends.  Unfortunately, there will not be a Lions Club pancake breakfast 

at Maple Wood Nature Center. We will have a drive-thru syrup sale, fun run, and walking tours. Please 

note that the Sap Run & Syrup Stroll as well as the Sugar Bush Tours require registration. 

We know this is sad news for many.  We appreciate your understanding and patience as we strive to keep 

all patrons safe. Please come and visit us in the drive-thru and help us celebrate the 30th Anniversary of 

Maple Syrup Days. We stay hopeful that we can once again gather around the table together in 2022.   

 

We are offering maple syrup making field trips to all local schools, February 23 - March  19.  Field trips last 

approximately 1.5 hours. The field trip is nearly 100% outside.  Students will learn about                                

photosynthesis, the water cycle, the influences of weather, and hopefully get to help empty sap buckets.  

This is a hands-on, interactive field trip. All students get to taste a sample of pure maple syrup.   

If you are interested in bringing your school, please contact Leslie Arnold at 260-463-4022 or                    

larnold@lagrangecounty.org for more information or to reserve your date. Park staff is committed to     

creating safe, clean learning spaces. Park staff will wear masks. 

 

Respectfully, 

Leslie A. Arnold 

Naturalist 

Thank you Mark Thompson for 18 years 

serving on the Park Board.   

Welcome Eric Maginn! 



February 12 

Great Backyard Bird Count 

мнΥлл- оΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 

aŀǇƭŜ ²ƻƻŘ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

Help the Naturalist count birds at the feeders using a homemade abacus or take a 

walk and count on the trails. Learn to identify common winter birds and be a part of 

a national count. Make a pinecone birdfeeder. Groups/families must RSVP for a 30 

minute or 1 hour time spot. Groups will not overlap; limit of 20 per group.  RSVP to 

Leslie Arnold at 260-463-4022 or larnold@lagrangecounty.org. 

 

February 13 

Make-n-Take Craft: 

Pinecone Birdfeeders 

млΥлл ŀΦƳΦ - нΥлл ǇΦƳΦ  ϝƳŀȅ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǇŜŀƴǳǘǎ 

aŀǇƭŜ ²ƻƻŘ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

Participants are welcome to help count feeder birds while they make their craft. 

 

February 17 

How Old is that Tree? 

млΥлл ŀΦƳΦ - нΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 

aŀǇƭŜ ²ƻƻŘ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

Participants will learn how to determine a treeΩs age while it is still living. WeΩll apply 

basic math skills like standard vs. nonstandard measurements, circumference, and 

estimation. This is fully hands-on and 100% outside. This is ideal for 1st—оrd grade 

ages, but younger and older children can be great helpers!  Groups/families must 

register for a 1 hour time spot. Group limit of 20. No groups will overlap.  RSVP to 

Leslie Arnold at 260-463-4022 or larnold@lagrangecounty.org. 

February 20 

Quilt Class 

фΥлл ŀΦƳΦ - оΥлл ǇΦƳΦ  aŀǇƭŜ ²ƻƻŘ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

Dream Catcher pattern: Fun quilt with geometric layout. Use a collection of your  

fabrics paired with two solid or solid-like fabrics. RSVP to  Instructors Julia Wolheter, 

260-367-1449, or Ira Johnson, 260-367-1438. Instructions are provided upon         

registration. Fee is $25 ($5 is given to Parks) 

February 27 

Forest Bathing 

пΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 

aŀǇƭŜ ²ƻƻŘ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

A slow, quiet  hour walk designed to awaken your senses and relax your mind.  This 

walk is for adults and youth aged 12 and older. RSVP is required; limited to 25     

walkers.  RSVP to Leslie Arnold at 260-463-4022 or larnold@lagrangecounty.org 

 

February 28 

Folk Jam 

мΥол - рΥлл ǇΦƳΦ  

aŀǇƭŜ ²ƻƻŘ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

RSVP to Erv Troyer at (260) 463-2247 or reo43@aol.com 

February 2021 



March 13 

Make-n-Take Craft: 

Maple Tree Hand Prints 

 

млΥлл ŀΦƳΦ hb[¸ 

aŀǇƭŜ ²ƻƻŘ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

Children will make a Sugar Maple tree using a hand and arm tracing.  Attach a foil 

άbucketέ and youΩve got a seasonal keepsake. 

March 13 

Sap Run & Syrup Stroll: 

5K Fun Run and 1 Mile Walk 

млΥлл ŀΦƳΦ ǎǘŀǊǘ 

aŀǇƭŜ ²ƻƻŘ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

Walkers and runners of all ages and skill levels welcome! The course is a limestone 

park trail and paved road. Goody bags  include pure maple syrup and winter head 

gear!  Printable registration forms and links to online registration can be found on 

Friends of LaGrange County Parks Facebook page.   

Registration fee is yet to be determined. Updated info. will be posted soon on       

Facebook page. Proceeds benefit LaGrange County Parks. 

https://www.facebook.com/FriendsOfLaGrangeCountyParks 

March 13 

Sugar Bush Tours 

ммΥлл ŀΦƳΦ - пΥлл ǇΦƳΦ όƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǊΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƘƻǳǊύ 

aŀǇƭŜ ²ƻƻŘ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

Take an easy walk through the Sugar Maple woods and learn about the process of 

making backyard maple syrup. Participants will taste a pure maple syrup sample. 

RSVP is required. Group size is limited to 25 people per hour.  Tours are 100%       

outdoors so dress to stay warm. 

RSVP to Leslie Arnold at 260-463-4022 or larnold@lagrangecounty.org 

Not able to come Saturday? Contact Leslie to schedule a weekday tour. 

March 20 & 21 

Drive-thru Syrup Sale 

уΥлл ŀΦƳΦ - оΥлл ǇΦƳΦ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ оκнл 

ммΥлл ŀΦƳΦ - оΥлл ǇΦƳΦ {ǳƴŘŀȅ оκнм 

aŀǇƭŜ ²ƻƻŘ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

Pick up all of your Maple Syrup Days festival favorites while staying safe and warm.  

2020 Discounted Maple Syrup in Pints, Quarts, Decorative tin and glass bottles 

Maple cotton candy, maple kettle corn, maple syrup suckers, plush finger puppets, 

cloth shopping bags 

All items are άwhile supplies last.έ  Thank you for your support! 

Maple Syrup Events 

https://www.facebook.com/FriendsOfLaGrangeCountyParks


March 2 

Origami Turtles 

млΥлл ŀΦƳΦ -  нΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 

aŀǇƭŜ ²ƻƻŘ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

The Naturalist will read ¸ŜǊǘƭŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊǘƭŜ and help each participant make and         

decorate an origami turtle to celebrate Dr. SeussΩ Birthday. WeΩll meet a live turtle! 

Families or groups must register for a 45 min. time spot. Groups are limited to 25. No 

group will overlap. Easy for all ages with some folding help from an adult. RSVP to 

Leslie Arnold at 260-463-4022 or larnold@lagrangecounty.org 

 

March 27 

Forest Bathing 

млΥлл ŀΦƳΦ 

aŀǇƭŜ ²ƻƻŘ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

A slow, quiet hour walk designed to awaken your senses and relax your mind.  This 

walk is for adults and youth aged 12 and older. RSVP is required; limited to 25     

walkers. RSVP to Leslie Arnold at 260-463-4022 or larnold@lagrangecounty.org 

March 28 

Folk Jam 

мΥол - рΥлл ǇΦƳΦ  

aŀǇƭŜ ²ƻƻŘ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

RSVP to Erv Troyer at (260) 463-2247 or reo43@aol.com 

April 10 

Make -n-Take: Tracks 

 

млΥлл ŀΦƳΦ - нΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 

aŀǇƭŜ ²ƻƻŘ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

WeΩll learn to identify common tracks and hit the trail to find real tracks. Everyone 

will make a track stamp booklet to take home. Groups/families must RSVP for a 1 

hour time spot. Groups will not overlap; limit of 20 per group. RSVP to Leslie Arnold 

at 260-463-4022 or larnold@lagrangecounty.org.  

 

March & April 2021 

Left: February Quilt Class Pattern 

 

Right: April Quilt Class Pattern 



April 13 

Patchwork Trails 

 

сΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 

DŜƴŜ {ǘǊŀǧƻƴ-tƻǊǘŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ {ƛǘŜΣ wƻƳŜ /ƛǘȅΣ Lb 

Join us for a relaxing stroll. The grounds will hopefully be a carpet of beautiful      

wildflowers. Trails are easy and well maintained in gardens.  Masks are required. This 

walk is offered by the LaGrange County Public Library with Nature Leslie as the guide. 

RSVP to Amanda Wisler at 260-463-2841 x 1030 

April 17 

Forest Bathing 

пΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 

5ŀƭƭŀǎ [ŀƪŜ tŀǊƪ 

Meet at the Park Office Parking Lot. WeΩll take a short, quiet hour walk to enjoy the 

sights and sounds of spring in the wetland and prairie. This walk is for adults and 

youth aged 12 and older. RSVP is required; limited to 25 walkers.   

RSVP to Leslie Arnold at 260-463-4022 or larnold@lagrangecounty.org 

April 24 

Quilt Class 

фΥлл ŀΦƳΦ - оΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 

aŀǇƭŜ ²ƻƻŘ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

Star Struck Pattern: A jelly roll όнΦрέ strips) friendly project. Choose a lot of contrast in 

the stars. RSVP to  Instructors Julia Wolheter, 260-367-1449, or Ira Johnson,           

260-367-1438. Instructions are provided upon registration.  

Fee is $25 ($5 is given to Parks) 

April 25 

Folk Jam 

мΥол - рΥлл ǇΦƳΦ Cƻƭƪ WŀƳ 

aŀǇƭŜ ²ƻƻŘ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

RSVP to Erv Troyer at (260) 463-2247 or reo43@aol.com 

April 28 

Sewing Group 

фΥол ŀΦƳΦ - оΥол ǇΦƳΦ   - t9b5LbDΗ 

aŀǇƭŜ ²ƻƻŘ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

RSVP to Linda Grobis at (260) 351-3609 

April 2021 

All LaGrange County offices are closed on Friday, April 2, for Good Friday observance. 



LaGrange County Board  

of Parks and Recreation 

 

Dr. John Egli, President 

Robert Arnold, Vice President 

Ardala Hepler, Secretary 

Julia Wolheter 

Paul Yoder 

Eric Maginn 

Maple Wood Nature Center 

4550 E 100 S, LaGrange, IN, 46761 

(260) 463-4022 

Hours: 

Wednesday 8:00a—пΥллp 

2nd & 4th Saturday 9:00a—рΥллp 

2nd & 4th Sunday 1:00p—рΥллp 

To Receive ¢ƘƛǊǘŜŜƴ [ƛƴŜǎ Newsletter 

electronically, send us an email with 

άThirteen Linesέ or άe-newsέ in the    

subject. It is also available for download 

at http://lagrangecountyparks.org. 

 

LaGrange County Parks 

 
0505 W 700 S 

Wolcottville, IN 46795 

(260) 854-2225 

lagrangecountyparks@yahoo.com 

http://lagrangecountyparks.org 

Park Hours: 8:00am—Sunset 

Park Office Hours: Monday-Friday 

8:00am-Noon, 12:30-3:30pm 

 

Like us on Facebook! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

0505 W 700 S  

Wolcottville, IN 46795  


